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Britannia's Addreſs to her People. 
— — ZꝛZ̃—ͤ— 


My Cunoutn, 


*** of that perfidious, blood - thirſty nation, the 
French ; the ſource of every evil you have experienced for 
a century paſt. Again, I ſay beware, Recollect, that 
during all that period they have unprovokedly, either 
harafſed you with wars, exhauſting your treaſures, and 
imbruing their hands in the blood of your parents or 
relations, or kept you in the intervals of war, under the 
conſtant apprehenfions of it. Theſe wars, and rumours 
of wars, have been the ſolource of all the taxes you are 
burthened with, and of the heavy debts you have contracted. 
It was France that received that bigot to Papiſm, James 
the Second, when he abdicated the throne, and in whofe 
cauſe they plunged us into a ten years war. It was the 
French who made this Hand the ſeat of war and rebellion 
in 1715 and x745, to,compel us to receive, as our kings, 
the two laſt Popiſh Pretenders. It was by the treachery of the 
French that the late civil wars in America were fomented and 
continued ; where father and ſons mixed in common battle 
and diſcord, ſhedding each other's blood. The French, not 
civilized like you, but the bulk of them ferocjous and 
cruel (the natural effects of their bigotry to the Popiſh faith, 
whoſe principles dictate murder and deſtruction to all 
who difſent from its tenets and doctrines) have at length 
been taught, by the valour of your fleet and armies, to 
abandon their attempts of ſubjugating you by force to 
their laviſh yoke, They now, therefore, conſpire againſt 
you with far more dangerous weapons than an open war. 


- &. + 
They are combined with the wicked part of my people, and 


are attempting to enſnare you into their traps by crafty 
wiles, tricks, and devices. To effect their purpoſes the 
better, they have given to ſome large bribes, and have 
flattered and deceived that old leaven of unrighteouſneſs, 
the gloomy and malignant Preſbyterian, with pn of 
placing and ſupporting him at the head of the Republican 
Government, as ſoon as it can be effected, making that 
ſe& your maſters and tyrants. I do not mean in the liſt 
of thoſe I call Preſbyterians, to include any ſect of Diſſenters, 
except the deſcendants of that remnant who eſcaped the 
general exile of the Regicides of Charles the Firſt, and con- 
trived to remain here, or to return after the Reſtoration 
of his ſon. It is by theſe bribed and wicked traitors to their 
country, encouraged, if not aſſiſted, by that deſcription of 
Preſbyterians 1 have named, that the efficacy of our con- 
ſtitution is now threatened and evidently in danger, but 


by: your vigorous and timely reſiſtance, of being overturned ;/ 


a conſtitution ſo . by the wiſdom of your anceſtors, 
and improved by ume and experience, as to ſecure to my 
ee as long as it remain uncontaminated and unſha- 

en, in the moſt perfect 0 joyment of true liberty and 
equality, and every — bleſſing in life. 


Alas! that I ſhould ſee the day that the Britiſh con- 
Riitution, that ſacred palladium of Freedom and Equality, the 
only protector of property and of the real rights of man in a 
civilized ftate, thus attacked by vile incendiaries at home, 


united with the worſt part of our ancient enemy on the con- 


tinent ; and to fee attempts made to ſubſtitute in its place 
the ſame wicked ſyſtem (a mockery to all true government) 
by which OLives CRomwELL, and his unprincipled aſſociates, 
trampled Liberty under foot, and for a ſhort time fyrannized 
over my people. For they (as hath been juſt now done 
in France, under pretext of grievances that might have been 
eaſily remedied in a conſtitutional way) betrayed and 
impriſoned their King, ſold all his lands and other effects, 
eee the poſſeſſions of the Church, turned out the 
e and reduced them to beggary and want; deſtroyed 
tae 


oye of Lords, and made themſelves a perpetugl Par- 
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liament, and the ſole tyrants of the land. Thus it was 
here in 1649. and thus it is at this moment in France. 
The French, to gain their ends, will ſmile and flatter, 
but be aſſured death and deſtru ion fit on their lips. Un- 
equal to the bravery of my children in the open field, the 
game they are now playing is to undermine you. If you 
doubt it, let their conduct in the dominions of the Emperor 
of Germany, and the King of Sardinia, admoniſh you in due 
time. By their decrees they have as inſidioufly as unequi- 
vocally diſavowed all conqueſts, all wars againſt their neigh- 
bours, all extenſion of power and dominion ; but, under 
cloak of giving ſuccour to thoſe who aſk for freedom and 
equality, they have entered the territories of their neigh- 
bours with the fword, have laid their countries waſte, ſeized 
the corn of the Farmers, impriſoned the moſt reſpectable 
of the inhabitan's, and baniſhed, or cruelly aſſaſſinated the 
innocent Clergy ; nothing but rapine and deſolation attending 
their footſteps. Even at Bruſſels, that lately favoured 
City of their conqueſts, who received them as friends—no 
ſooner did the people attempt to aſſemble f r the purpoſe 
of agreeing how to repeoieg in an humble manner, the 
heavy grievances they ſuſtain murders and pillage, by the 
violation of the chaſtity of their wives and daughters, and 
other enormities committed by the French Soldiers, than 
their General, diſregarding all his ſolemn pledges of pro- 
tection to their perſongand property, iſſued his tyrannous 
Edie, forbidding the citizens to aſſemble under any pretence, 
on pain of death, Such are the men, which the wicked 
amongſt you would perſuade you, are acting in favour of 
With them, liberty means run and plunder ; 
that is, liberty for themſelves, to deprive you of your 

rob you of your property, and diveſt you of donor, 
and finally your lives, | 


Their firſt cw object is to weaken the hands of the 
Britiſh Government, and, having effected that. their next ſtep, 
is, to introduce their ſoldiers amongſt you by degrees, in ſmall 
bodies, until they can ſafely rendezvous in arms, prepared tor 
them by their aſſociates; and you will then become as 


ealy a prey to them as Bruſſels and Antwerp, and like them 


BY 


ou will be emanc . To open the door more eafily, 
they tell you that France is become free, and invite you ta 
partake of its bleſſings, Yes, France is free, with a ven- 
geance ; for all ciuil government, order, rank, ſugrdination, law, 
induſtry, commerce, and civil ſociety, arę driven from the land, 
The ſon is no longer ſuiſervient to the chaſtiſement of 
the father, nor the apprentice to the maſler; every man ſears 
and ſuſpects his neighboux. Murder, rapes, and robbe ries, 
ſtalk over the country uncontrouled and triumphant, 
while the virtuous King, his Queen, and their babes,” are 
languiſhing and ſtarving in dungeons and irons, and theip 
nobles and judges maſlacred in priſons, or driven into foreign 
countries, and their properties and eſtates contiſcated by 
the lawleſs plunderers, 
Such is the ſtate of France, and without a firm, manly 
reſiſtance to the aſſociations now forming againſt yau, 
under falſe colours and pretences, and by the falſe names 
of Conſtitutional Societies, Friends of the People, and other ap- 
pellations adapted to catch your ears and entrap your under- 
s, ſuch will ſoon be th ſtate of this country, For, 
through the wiſdom of * anceſtors, are the 
neceſſary for preſerving order in a free ſlate, ſo equally 
8 between the people and the crown, that the mo- 
ment any innovation is made, or change effected, except 
by the common conſent of the three eſtates, and that 
under the moſt delicate guards and' reſtrictions ; I fay, 
that when the ſcale ſhall be made to preponderate either 
way, by force or violence, from that important moment your 
liberty is at an end, and thoſe very armies who are now 
deſplating the countries of Savoy and Flanders, will raiſe up 
here to compleat your ruin, In vain will it then be for 
your unhappy wives and your daughters to look up for aid 
againſt the brutality and butchery of thoſe mexorable foreigners, 
who are equally ſtrangeis to your language and cuſtoms, as 
they will be to the calls of humanity and mercy in their 
diſtreſs. Let the Preſbytetian of the old leaven conſider this 
and tremble. He will then be the firſt to feel the ven- 


geance of French bigotry and French perfidy. 
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To ſuch as have been already mifled from their duty, 
by the ſpecious pretext of reforming and improving our 
legiſlature and laus, in order that they may more nearly 
approximate to the new-fangled mockery of government in 
Pie, I will give the ſtate of that country and this, as 
they lately ſtood in contraſt with each other, that you may 
ſee the glaring difference, and how well adapted are our 
laws and conflitution, whilſt they are ſuffered to remain un- 
contaminated by ſavage marauders, to all the purpoſes of 

neſs, and that they are neither more nor leſs than 
what the French themſelves had vainly hoped they ſhould 


obtain by their firſt revolution, 
FRANCE, 1 - BRITAIN. 


In France the King alone | In Britain, the whole Par- 
made, and at his pleaſure, liament, the King, the Lords, 
annulled the laws. ſand the Commons, muſt all 
"ns ſaſſent to the making or an- 
{nulling any law. K 
6 | In Britain, the Houſe of 

In France, the King alone [Commons give the taxes, and 
faxed the people. they muſt afterwards be aſ- 
o | ſented to by the King and 
Lords, before they can be 
collected or levied. 

In France, the King ap-| In Britain, the Houſe of 
lied the taxes according to|Commons alone apply taxes 
his own pleaſure, ' to the uſes for which they 
, are raiſed. | 

The King of France raiſed] In Britain, both the num- 
and maintained fleets and ar-|ber and the expence of the 
mies at his pleaſure, and was fleet and army depend ſolely 
under no limitation or re- on the annual vote of the Houſe 
ſtraint as to their numbers, | of Commons. . 
or expence. | 

In France, the King im-| In Britain, no man can 
priſoned whom he pleaſed ; | be impriſoned but in the or- 
and, the priſons were kept |dinary courſe of juſtice. The 
Jocked by his officers, ſo | priſons are in the hands of 


1 
FRANCE. 


| 


) 


BRITAIN. 


that no man could have the civil authority ; no man 
acceſs to his friends, nor |is denied acceſs. Every 


was the priſoner permitted |priſc 


to know his accuſation, nor 


oner hears his accuſation 
read by the magiſtrates before 


for ſlate affairs could he |his commitment, and he is 
compel either a trial or his brought regularly to his trial 
liberty. in a ſhort time; and every 


In France, the nobility 


2 is alſo entitled to 


is Writ of Habeas Corpus, 


that great bulwark of Britiſh 
liberty, unknown in the re- 
gions of France. 


In Britain, the taxation is 


were exempt from taxes, and [univerſal upon the nobility 
might commit many great |and all ranks altke, and the 
enormities againſt the inferior |laws for protection of perſons 
people without puniſhment. and property from violence and 


plunder makes no diſtinction 
between the prince and the 


and in this the 


In no tax is paid 


In France, for ev 7 3 of our laws conſiſts. 


ticle oſ life, particularly for 


all fleſk, fiſh, . Fruit, ſor any one of theſe neceſſaries 


corn, flour, and garden ſtuff, |of life. 


brought into the markets for 
ſale, a tax is paid to the go- 
vernment. 


In France, no proviſion is 


By the humanity of the 


made for the orphan, the de- Engliſh laws, . every perſon is 
crepit, the aged, or poor per- [obliged to contribute in pro- 


ſons of any deſcription.— 


portion to his wealth and con- 


They all become beggars, dition to the maintenance of 
ſtarve and die. What will fall the poor of the land, and 
then become of the poor, ſit is by choice, and not of 
when the French laws "—_— neceſſity, that a beggar is 
in England? ſeen here. 
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Theſe, my children, are the fruits of the valour and 
patriotiſm of your anceſtors. Let me again ſeriouſly cau- 
tion you, how to truſt to the viſionary projects of thoſe 
who, under pretext of amending your condition, are for 
reforming, as it is called, your Parliament, altering your 
laws, and levelling all diſtinctions. The condition to 
which the French have reduced Savoy and Flanders, as well 
as their own country, ought to be a leſſon to you, and warn 
you of the impending dangers of any innovation or change, 
not jointly ſanctioned by the King, Lords, and Commons, 
on their own voluntary incompulſive movement. 


Are you prepared to change your Religion for Popery? 
Or take the alli of ==. a flake, or being ee, | 
on a lamp- iron? Are you prepared to embrace the laws of 
France, and to become like the peaſantry of France, the 
feudal ſervants of new maſters, accuſtomed to countries 
where villainage, bondmen, and native flavery are, and ever 
have been, the badges of the inferior order ? I hear your 
anſwer as in one voice, ſpurning the idea with contempt 
and indignation, Let me then; once more, ſolemnly 
caution you, let me again moWrnefily exhort you to oppoſe, 
with the fortitude of your forefathers, becoming free-born 
Britons, the wicked meaſures of thoſe inſidious men about 
you, and the pernicious doctrines which they aredifleminating 
to your ruin. Suffer no imovations nor changes to be made in 
your Conſtitution, your Laws, or your Religion, They are 
your Birtirigit, and in their defence reſolve to live free or die. 
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_ BRITANNIA, 


